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Relict of the Honourable 


Pau, DupLey, Eg; 


MA A M, 


7 HE d nen bx Nee which 
You, with your departed C onfort, 


were pleaſed to honour me with, in my 
younger Years, which I can never forget; 
the conſtant high Efteem and inward Ve- 
neration I have always juſtly upheld for 
you both, and the great Obligation Har- 
vard-College, in which tho unworthy, 
J account my ſelf greatly intereſted, ) are 
under to theHonourable Judge Du ws Y, 
| | or 


ai rere 


for his generous Legacy, and the truly 
Pious Deſign of 1 all conſpire 'Z0 deter- 
termine me in the Dedication of this fir, 
publiſhed Diſcourſe, upon the Foundation 
of the Dudleian Lecture, anto your /elf ; 
"which I do with enlarged Hopes of your 
kind Acceptance. of the eftabliſhing the 
Foundations of that beſs of Religions, 


which you have Jo much at Heart, and |, 


beautifully adorn; with my fincere Than. 


fulneſs for your ſpared Life; and earneſi 
Prayers that the divine Conſolation may 
be preſent with you, and that you may 


rejoice together in theRedeemer's Kingdom, 4 


Your 


9 m 64 
Obliged 


Marblebead, Aupuſt 
12. 1736. 


John Barnard. 


Humble Servant, 


N 


4 


| 


\ Proof of JESUS CHRIST's bY 
ing the promiſed MES SI AH. 


Marx NIV. 61; 62. 


AGAIN the High-Prieſt aſted him, and ſaid 
unto him, Art thou the Chriſt, the Son of ein 
N ? Aud Jeſus faids [ am. 


HE honourable, learned, and 
e A devoutly pious Founder of this 
15 "I: Lecture, from a ſincere Concern 
BY for the Eſtabliſhment, and Flou- 
EIFS 22J riſhing of Chriſtianity, in it's 
Truth, and Purity, and to obvi- 
ate every thing that might have a Tendency- 
to overthrow, or corrupt, and dcbaſe it, hath 
appointed, and generouſly endowed, an An- 
niverſary Concio to be held in this C olledge, up- 
on * important Heads, alternately : ke 
ir 


6 A Proof of Ixsus CurisT's 


Firſt of which, for the proving, explaining, and 
proper Improvement of Natural Religion, you 
were well entertained with the laſt Year; the 


85 Second, which is, for the Confirmation, Iluſtra- 


tion, and Improvement, of the great Articles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, properly ſo called, or the 


Revelation, which Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, 


has pleaſed to make, firſt by Himſelf, and after- 
wards by his holy Apoſtles, to his Church, and 
the World, for their Salvation, now comes of 
of Courſe to be treated on. 5 


Since the worthy Truſtees of this pious Be- 


nefaction have done me, (one of the leaſt of 
the Brethren in the Miniſtry, ) the great Ho- 
nour, to invite me, by their unanimous Choice, 


to entertain you at this Time, ( tho' my great} 


Age, wherein I plainly find the Powers of the 
Mind very much failing me, might have ſut- 
| ficiently pleaded my Excuſe for this Under- 
taking, in the Preſence of ſo learned a Body, 
yet ) I thought it my Duty, being ſo called, 
to give the Reaſon of the Hope that is in me, 


and to leave behind me my Teſtimony to the 


Truth of thoſe Things that are firmly believed 


by us. To this End I have read the Demand 


of the HighPrieft to the Lord IE sus, ſaying, 
Art thou the CHRIST, the Son of the Bleſ 
Jed? and the plain, and poſitive Anſwer of 
Jesus to that Demand; and FESU S. ſaid, J 
ant. 

The Words are ſufficiently plain, and need 
no criticiſing upon them, unleſs to obſerve, 
(what you all know, ) that CuRISTos, in 


the! 


will, and ſett up 


| being the promiſed Mass iaR. | 7 


the Greek, is but a pure Tranſlation of Mz s- 
SIAC, in the Hebrew; and the Words con- 
tain a plain Aſſertion, that JESUS CHRIST is 


the Mk ss IAH, the Son of G OD, promiſed of 


old to appear in this World, as the Saviour of 
ſinful Man. As the Belief of a GOD is the 


Foundation of natural Religion, ſo the Belief 


of JEsUs CHRIST his being the trueMEsSIAH 
is the Foundation of the Chriſtian ; by whom, 
and by his Apoſtles commiſſioned from him, 
GOD hath been pleaſed to reveal his Mind and 
the Chriſtian Religion in the 
World : and therefore I ſhall begin the Diſ- 
courſes upon Revealed Religion by endeavour- 
ing, thro' Divine Aſſiſtance, to prove this firſt, 


and main, Article of our holy Religion, that 


Jesus CHRIST is the true ancient promiſed 
MEess1an, the Son of GOD. : 

But before I enter upon the Proof of this, 
there is one thing that take for granted, and 
another that I make a Demand of. That which 
I take for granted is, that there is a ſupream 
Being, exiſting neceſlarily, independently, e- 
ternally, infinite in Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 


neſs, from whom all Things derive, by whom 


all Things are upheld, and to whom all ra- 
tonal Agents muſt be accountable ; which 
ſupream Being we call GOD. For this falls 
under the Head of Natural Religion, which! 
am not now to concern myſelf. with. What 
I make a Demand of is, That our Bible, (which 
we ſay contains a Revelation from GOD, ) may, 
at leaſt, be put upon an equal Foot vere 
FL” other 


8 A Prof of Ixsus Cnxisx' 


other authentick Hiſtories of Perſons, and 
Facts, which made their Appearance i in for- 
mer Ages. This, I think, is but a very rea- 
ſonable Demand; becauſe there is no merel 
human Compoſure of paſt Perſons and Things, 
that has ſo many, and ſtrong, concurring Evi. 
dences of the Authenticity of it, as our Bible 
has, from the Names of the ſeveral Perſons, 

enerally, who wrote the various Books, the 
Time, and Place, they lived in, the Characters 
they ſuſtained, the Simplicity, and Plainneſs, 
of their Narrations ; the great Probability of 
the Juſtneſs of their Accounts, from the Na- 
ture of the Things they relate ; from the great 
Agreement of the Whole with itſelf, tho wrote 
by ſuch different Perſons, in ſuch diſtant Ages; 
and from the concurring Evidence of Profane 
Hiſtory to the Truth of what is reported, 
where it falls in with the ſame Times, or had 
any Knowledge of the ſame Things. This! 
remark, that I may be allowed to make the 
{ame Uſe of Quotations from the Bible, as any 
Perſon might from any authentick Hiſtory, 
Having obſerved theſe two Things, I now 
go on to prove, 


That JEsus CHRIST is the Wass ian, the 
So N of GOD. - = 


This Propoſition contains tw o diſtinct Heads 
namely : 


I. JesUs CHRIST is the MzsSIAH. ot 
II. JEsus CHRIST is the SON of GOD. 


Cl 


The 


The 


being the promiſed Mess1an. 9 
The firſt of theſe Heads will be as much as 


I ſhall be able to diſpatch at this Time. What 


therefore I have to do is, to lay before you the 
Evidence we have that JesUs CHRIST is the 
MEss1A4H ; or that the Perſon ſtiled in the Neu- 
Teſtament, and whom weChriſtians call, IE sus 
CHRIS, is the ſame, who, in the OldTeſtament, 
and by the Jews, was called the Mess1a ny 


promiſed, in ancient Times, to make his Ap- 


pearance in this World, as the Deliverer, and 
Saviour, of ſinful Man.—In order to give the 
moſt clear and full Evidence to this Funda- 
mental Article of our Chriſtian Faith, taught 


us by Jesvs CHRIST himſelf, I ſhall 


I. Shew, that there was a certain Perſon, 
ſtiled the MEssIA H, who was ſpoken of, in 
the ancient Scriptures, as one to be ſent from 
GOD, in due Scaſon, to make his Appearance 
in this our World, upon the great Intention of 
delivering, or ſaving, ſinful Man, from all the 


Unhappineſs he has fallen into. 


2. I will evidence, that, according to the 
Scripture Account, this promiſed MEsst A H has 
long ſince made his Appearance in our World. 

3. I ſhall then endeavour to prove, by un- 
gainſayable Evidence, that the JESUS CHRIST, 
whom we Chriſtians acknowledge, is no other 
than that very MgsstaH, who was promiſed 
of old, and long ſince appeared in our World, 
to accompliſh the great Deſign the MESSsIAH 
was to fulfill. And if I can make this fully 


| evident, as I doubt not but, by Divine Aſſiſ- 
- tance, I ſhall, it will then clearly appear that 
B | 


" "B00 
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the ghee? Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, or the 
Revelation which FESUS CHRIST, the SON 
OF GOD, was pleaſed to make, firſt by himſelf, 
and afterwards by his holy Apoſtles, to his Church, 

and the World, for their Salvation, are all built 
upon the moſt ſolid Foundation; and we have 


no Reaſon to be aſhamed of the Goſpel of 


CHRIST. 


1. Firſt then, I am to 1 that there was 


a certain Perſon, ſtiled the MESsSsIAH, who 


was ſpoken of, in the ancient Scriptures, as 
one to be ſent from GOD, in due Seafon, to 


make his Appearance 1n this our World, upon 


the great Intention of delivering, or ſaving, 


ſinful Man, from all the Unhappineſs he has 
fallen into. It may be we ſhall not be able 
to find the Word MEssIAaH, as the Name of 
a particular Perſon, in more than two or rags 
Initances throughout all the old Teſtament ; 

in P/ahn II. 2. tis ſaid, the Kings of the Earth 


ſet themſelves, and the Rulers * Counſel toge- 


ther, againſt the Lord, and againſt his MESSIAH. 
And in Daniel IX. 25. we read,untoM ESSI AH, 
Nagid the Prince; and ver. 26. MESSLAH 


ſhall be cut off. Bur then, from the Conſidera- 


tion of a certain Perſon's being anointed, or 
appointed of GOD, to be the Saviour, and 


Deliverer of Mankind, the ancient Fews more 


commonly tiled him the Mrss1A H, the Word 


ſignifying the anointed, which alſo the Greek 


Word CHRIST os fis nifies (as you well know,) 


and their ancient Targums take Notice of the 
MESs1AH's being meant in more Places of 


the 


the old Teſtament than Time will allow me 
now to make mention of f. Indeed, thro out 
all the Writings of the Old-Teftanient; this-cer- 
| tain Perſon, called the Mss IA H, is ſpoken 
of, and pointed to: ſo is he in-the Ferviſh Sa- 
crifices, in the Levitical Services, and in the 
Aaronical Prieſthood, and in all their Prophets; 
inſomuch as the Jews had a Saying among 
| them 4, That all Prophecy does ſome Way 
| «© or other relate to the MESSIAH.“ Mr. 
8 Ybiſton, * in his Accompliſhment of the Prophe- 
cies, at the Boyleian Lecture, obſerves, © The 
' * main Aim of moſt of the Prophecies of the 
old Teſtament was, the coming of the 
- „ MEsSIAH, and the Circumſtances, and 
Characters of Him, and of his Kingdom.” 
K This was the Firſt Promiſe made to Adam, 
> immediately after the Fall, Gen. III. 15. that 
8 the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
þ Head. It would be too. ludicrous to under- 
% ſtand the Serpent literally, and it may be too 
| unphiloſophical, and void of Truth, to un- 


5 derſtand the Woman's Seed ſtr icly In a literal 
1 Senſe; but as the Seed of the Woman means one 
born of a Woman, ſo the Serpent means ſome 
1 ſubtle foul Spirit, who is elſewhere called the 
a old Serpent, and up Devil : and the Words 
e contain in them A bein Declaration, that, 

d Jin ſome future Time, a certain Perſon 
k | 2 - ſhould 


K. Elias reckons up fifty Places where the MES $144 is 
meant, tho' not named in the Original. 


Dr. Owen s Exerc. on Hed. p. N. 
+ Dr. J. Mather. 


* Abridgment of Bey. Led, Vol. II. p. 233. 


d A, 0 


* ä — = — va” ay — Amr ENIX ONOEDIIInT=-Igng — — — AT = = — — = = 
* A 8 a= ES 7a ho 5 og r e : — - = — * K = = — 

* 4 3 pg —_ * TO rs 8 e . r — oy > eg >. — — 9 —— —ͤ— — 12 

- — re, TIES 2 22 —— —— — — 2 — 3 IA "7 1 7 $55 bo <7 ĩ Dh oe nn need ure og 1 3 D on gs 


r 2 
EIS INS — fe 


Tees on Ele” £m Fs SE SE 
* e a N Ne T —— 5 
- — * + _ 


—_— 


— 
— — 
VE - R 


— 
. — 2 


. 


12 A Proof of Jesus'CunraT's 


ſhould appear in the —— to cruſh the Policy, 
and 54: the De 


n of that Evil Spirit, 
which acted in the Selpent; and craftily drew 
Man into a Rebellion againſt his Maker, and 
ſo deprived him of the Happineſs he was made 
for ; by delivering of the poor fallen Creature 
from the Death, and Miſery, he was now 
become ſubject to, and the Recovery of him 
to the Image, and Favour, of his GOD. This 
promiſed Saviour, Deliverer, Redeemer, (which 


primarily reſpected all Mankind, and was not 


confined to any particular Nation and People, 
tho afterwards, under ſome particular Cir- 
cumſtances, 'was confined to the Jewiſh Na- 
tion,) runs thro all the after Promiſes, Pre- 
dictions, and Prophecies, under ſome ſpecial 
Character of him, or Circumſtances relating 
to him. 

Thus when it was Kid to Abraham, Gen. 
XII. 3. I; Thee ſhall all the Families of the Earth 


be bleſſed, which is repeated, Gen. XVIII. 18. 


and all the Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in 


bim ; This cannot be underſtood of _Abra- 


« ham Perſonally, who had little to do with 
„the Families, and Nations of the Earth, and 


* ſome of which ſuffered upon his Account, 


and by his Hands ;” but. is to be underſtood 
of ſome that ſhould deſcend from him ; and 
that, not his Poſterity in general, who pro- 


ved the Extirpation, and Ruin of many 


Nations, but of ſome one particular Perſon ; 
that is, the promiſed Seed ; and therefore it is 
more plainly ſaid, — XXII. 18. In thy Seed 


Lal 


king the promifed Massa. 13 


y, 2 all the Nations of the Earth be. bleſſed : which 
t, meaneth ſome One, who ſhould deſcend from 
W Abraham, which ſhould prove a common 
id Bleſſing to Mankind. Therefore this Promiſe 
le is juſtly applied by the Apoſtle Paul to the 


re MEessIAaH, as the only wonderful Perſon, 
W raiſed up by GOD, of the Stock of Abraham, 
m and ſent into the World, to be an extenſive 
is Bleſſing to the Human Nature; for ſo he 
h learnedly argues, Gal. III. 16. Now to Abra- 


Ft ham, and his Seed, were the Promiſes made ; He 
e, faith not, and to N N as of many, but as of One ; ; 
1 Ard to thy Seed, which is CHRIST. 
a- Again, he is ſpoken of, as one that ſhould 
e- be ſent into the World bf the Concluſion 
al of the Fewiſh Policy, and then the | Gentiles 
ig mould be called to partake of the Bleſſing from 
him, in that famous Prophecy, Gen. XLIX. 
n. where Jacob tells his Sons what ſhould befal 
th them in the laſt Days. (Where I would obſerve. 
8. by the Way, _ by the laſt Days, or latter 
in ® Days, in the old Teſtament, is generally meant, 
a- © and ſo underſtood by the Jews, the Days, or 
th | Time, of the Mzss1an :) And ſays Jacob, 
1d in the Blefling of Judah, ver. 10. The Sceptre 
it, ſhall not a from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from 
5d between his Feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him 
1d all the gathering of 'the People be. That i is, the 
o- Tribe of Judah ſhould not be loſt, or extinct, 
1y whatever became of the other Tribes, nor all 
1; Government in that Tribe ceaſe, until the 
1s coming of Shilob, that Meſſenger of the Co- 
2d | venant, who is the ſame with the MESSIAH 
all | the anointed. x - Once 
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Once more, Balaam, upon a View of the 


| in 
Camp of I{rael, has his Mind filled with noble 


| h 
| 5 8 of Him who ſhould ſpring from them, a 
| and be their Glory ; and, in a fort of Rapture, 

| breaks forth in this Strain, Numb. XXIV. 17. mn 
T fhall fee him, but not now ; T ſhall behold him, ſj 
1 but not. nigh ; there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, n 
L end a Sceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael ; &c. The t. 
1 Him, here ſpoken of, plainly refers to ſome t 
b future Perſon, who was well underſtood in t 
b thoſe Days, only by pointing at him, without v 
I naming him; and who could this be, but the a 
b Mess1an, the Deliverer, whom the Fews 1 
1 looked for. Accordingly all their Targums Þ 
agree in the MEss1aH's being intended by E 
this Prophecy; and when the Jeus had ac- 0 
cepted of Bar Coziba for their Meſſiah, they 7 
called him Bar Chocheba, the Son of the Star, l 
from Chochab the Star mentioned in this Pro- 

phecy.T | 

To add no more, Moſes ſpakee of the irs 

Perſon, when he ſaid to the People, Deut. 
XVIII. 15. The Lord, thy God, will raiſe up ] 
unto thee a Prophet, from the Midſt of thee, of 1 
thy Brethren, like unto me, unto him ſhall ye heur- « 
ken. This deſcribes the promiſed Seed, as | t 
Lawgiver, a Prophet, that ſhould make known 


the Mind and Will of GOD unto the World ; 
and (adds he) whoſoever will not hearken to my 


Herde, which be ſhall ſpeak in my Name, (ſaid 
GOD,) ver. 19. 1 will require it of him. Which | 


has moſt ſadly been fulfilled upon the Jews, 
in 
4 Dr. Oven, ſupra, p. 98. 


6 e 


being the promiſed Mrs814an. 15 


in their Extermination, becauſe of their not 
hearkening to the true MEss1a4n when he 
appeared among them. 

In all the Places I have mentioned, the for- 
mer Fews underſtood the Mzss1aH to be 
ſpoken of, and in many other Places, too nu- 
merous to be quoted. And it would be to 
trace through the greateſt Part of the Old Tej- 
tament, to turn to all the Inſtances in the Hiſ- 
tory, the Law, and theProphets,and the P/alms, 
where the MESSIAH is intended, deſcribed, 
and characteriſed, in his Perſon, Office, Qua- 


 lifications, and Works; what I have hinted at 


may ſuffice to ſhew, that there was ſuch a 
Perſon, called the MEssIAH, often ſpoken 
of in the ancient Scriptures, who ſhould ap- 
pear in due Time, 1n this World, as the De- 

liverer, and Saviour, of Mankind. 
I therefore paſs on to the ſecond Thing 

propoſed ; viz. 

To evidence, that, according to the 


Sie Account, this promiſed MESSIAH 


has long ſince made his Appearance in this our 
World. This will be evident, by taking no- 
tice of ſeveral Things, ſpoken of in the Scrip- 
ture, which clearly maniteſt, that many Hun- 
dreds of Years have run out, ſince the MEs- 

SIAH mult needs have appeared. As now, 
The latter Prophets ſpeak of the Appearing 
of the MEss1AH, as of what was very near at 
Hand, and ſuddenly to be looked for. So 
Zarb ſays, Zac. IX. 9. Rejoice greatly, O 
ke of Lion ; Shout, O Daughter of Jeru- 
ſalem; 


16 A Proof of Ixsus Cunist's 


falem-; behold thy King cometh unto thee : He is 
juſt, and having Salvation, lowly, and riding upon 
an Aſs, and upon a Colt, the Foal of an Aſs. 
The Words are evidently ſpoken of the Me s- 
s1AH, Him whom the Fews looked for as their 
King; as all the Characters here given of Him 
manifeſtly prove; and ſo the ancient Jews 
acknowledge. And what I particularly ob- Wb , 
ſerve is, that the coming of their King is ſpoken | | 
of in ſuch a Strain, and Mode of Speech as de- 
notes,not only theCertainty, but, theSpeedineſs 
of his Advent. Behold thy King cometh ;-as if He 
was even then, in their Time, while that 
Generation was ſtanding, to make his A 
pearance. Haggai alſo yet more plainly ſays, 
Hag. II. 6, 7. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, yet 
once, it is a little while, and 1 will ſhake the Hea- 
vens, and the Earth, and the Sea, and the dry 
Land; and T will ſhake all Nations, and the De- 
fire of all Nations ſhall come ; and I will fill this 
Houſe with Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. By 
the Deſire of all Nations is evidently meant the 
Mess1AaH, whom the Fews looked for as a 
glorious Prince ; and from the great Things 
ſpoken of Him by them, in their Writings, 
and Traditions, particularly His being the 
great Deliverer, and Saviour, of the World, 
the other Nations round about them had their 
Expectations raiſed . What I remark now 
18, that this Deſire of all Nations ſhould come 
” within 
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being the promiſed Mr SSTAH,, 17 


F within a little while from the uttering of this 
Z Prophecy; it ſhall not be long before he ſhall. 
. come. And how ſtrongly does Malachi ex- 
5 preſs it,. Mal. III. I. The Lord whom ye ſeek 
r WW /ball ſuddenly come to his Temple. Suddenly here 
” does not relate to the Manner, but to the 


ine, of his coming; meaning that he ſhould 
* come very quickly. Now none of theſe three 
n mention'd Prophets were later than about the 
Time of Nehemiab's Reformation, which was 


's at leaſt two and twenty Hundred Years ago: 
and therefore we may reaſonably conclude, 
| that what was then ſpoken of, as ſuddenly, 
and within a little while, to be accompliſhed, 
is long ſince come to paſs. 

But Daniel limits the Time of theMess1an's 
Advent to a certain Period. Dan. IX. 24. 
Seventy Weeks are determined upon thy People, 
| Know therefore, and underſtand, that from the 
going forth of the Commandment to reſtore, and to 
build Feruſalem, unto the MESSLAH, the Prince, 
fhall be ſeven Weeks ; and Threeſcore and to 
| Weeks,-----and after Threeſcore and two Weeks 
ſhall MESSTAH be cut off; but not for himſelf-- 
and he fhall confirm the Covenant with many fon 
one Week, So that here the Time of his Ad- 
vent is limited to Seventy prophetic Weeks, or 
Four Hundred aud Ninety Years, from the going 
forth of the Commandment to reſtore, and build, 
Feruſelem : that is, from the Decree in the 
Seventh Year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, who, 
in the Scripture, is called Abaſuerus; which 
was the only Decree _ the Perſi an Court 
. | | „ ... 
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to reſtore, and eſtabliſh the Fews Church and : 


State. 'Tho there was a Decree, in Favour of 


the Jews, in the firſt Year of Cyrus's (a) Reign, 


to build the Houſe of God at Jeriſſalem; and a- 
nother ejghteen Years after, in the Reign of 
Darius (C), which was but a Recital of Cyras's 
Decree. And now, let us take which we will 
of theſe Decrees for the Beginning of the 70 
ech, or 490 Years, they have all run out 
above 1700 Years ſince: and therefore we 


may be ſure, if the Mgss1an was to have 


appeared in the World, according to this Pre- 
diction, he has long ſincc appeared. 

Beſides, There are many Things ſpoken of, 
which were to remain until the coming of the 
MESSTAH; which arc long ago paſſed away: 
therefore he has come many Ages ſince. Thus, 
the Tribe of Judah, and Dominion, and Govern- 
ment in it, was to remain until the Day s of the 


MEsSSIA H, as we lee in that forementionedPro- 


phecy, Gen. XLIX. 10. The Sceptre ſhall not de- 


part from Fudah, nor a Lawgiver from between his 
Feel, until Shiloh come. That by Shileþ is meant 


the MESsSsIA H, is evident from the Notation of 
the Word, which the moſt learned in the He- 


brew S agree to come from a Word that ſignifies, 
to proſper, to ſave, and fo refers to the firſt Pro- 
miſe of the Deliverer, or Saviour ; and from 
at's being includedin the Blefling of Jacob to his 
Children, and confined particularly to his Son 
Judah; to whom belonged the Preheminence ; 

A and 


(a) 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23. 65) Ezra vi. . 25 
y As, Mercer, Fagius, Schinder, Buxtorf, and many others. 
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and from the gathering of the People to him, 
which is the frame with all Nations being bleſſed 
in him; and from the Account which the an- 

cient Jeu, who beſt underſtood their own 
Books, give us hereof : for all their Targ»ms of 
Onkelos, Jonathan, and the Jeruſalem, agree in 
underſtanding Shiloh to mean the MESs IAH. 


Whether the Word SHelet mean a Sceptre, or 


a Tribe, as Maſter Brougbton contends, it a- 
mounts to the fame Thing; namely, That 
the Tribe of Fudah, and Government in it, 
ſhould remain until S57% came. The Go- 
vernment was firſt ſet up in the Tribe of Ja- 
dah under David, and continued in that Tribe, 
in a Line of Deſcent from him, thro all the 
Kings of Judah to the Time of the Babyloniſb 
Captivity ; and even then there was ſome what 
of it remaining, partly in Judea, under thoſe 


the Court of Babylon ſet up as Governors over 
the Land; partly in the Advancement of Je- 


hojachin above all the Kings in Subjection to 
the Perſian Emperor, and after him in Salathiel, 


who became Prince of the Jeu, and to whom 
they paid Trivute ; and, thro the Favour of 
the Verf an Court, they had their great Sanbe- 
drim, and were governed chiefly by their own 


Laws, until their State and Church were fully 
reſtored, (as I have faid,) in the Seventh Year 


of Artaxerxes. After their Return to their 
own Land, and in the full Poſſeſſion of their 


Civil Power, the Government remained in the 


Tribe of Judah ; what of the other Tribes re- 
turned with them were incorporated into 


3 them 
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them, and they were all called Jews, and no 
longer Judah, and T/rael, And thro all the 
Time of the 'Ha/moneans, and in the Days of 
Hered the great, their civil Policy and Go- 
vernment continued in the Tribe of Judah; 
and tho Pompey conquered Jeruſalem, yet he 
left the Jews free, under the Government of 
their own Laws. So that it was no more 
the Departure of the Sceptre from Judah, 
and a Lawgiver from between his Feet, that 
the Haſinonæaus of the Tribe of Levi, or 
Herod, probably an Idumæan, were for a Time 
at the Head of the Government, than it was 
the Extinction of the Roman Government, for 
Philip an Arabian, and Maximinus, a Thracian, 
and other Foreigners to: be their Emperours. 
But ſoon after the Birth of JESUS CHRIST, 
Judea was made a Roman Province, and go- 
verned by a Roman Procurator, and never more 
had any Government of it's own. Then the 
'Scepter departed. from Fudah. Therefore we 
find the Fews in our Saviour's Days acknow- 
ledging the Loſs of their Government, in their 
want of Power to put CHRISTH JESUS to 
Death, ( tho they had Malice, and Rage e- 
nough to have done it, had it been in their 
Power; ) ſaying unto Pilate, John XV. 19, We 
have no King but Cæſar. Since the Deſtructi- 
on of their City and Temple, by Titus, the Ro- 
man General, and the conſequent Diſperſion 
of their Nation, they have had no Pretenſions 
to Government, nor nov they where to find 

any 
Dr. Owen, ſupra P. 146. 


being ths promiſed Mxsslan. 21 
any thing of the Tribe of Judah. Therefore, 


according to this Prediction, the ME SSIAH 


has long ſince appeared in the World. 
Again, It was foretold, that the MESSIA RN 


ſhould come whilſt the ſecond Temple was 


yet ſtanding. So Malachi faid, Mal. III. 1. 


The Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhail ſuddenly come 10 


his Temple; the Meſſenger of the Covenant, hom 


ye delight in. And Flaggai. declares what 


Temple he ſhall come into, Hag. II. 3, 4, 7, 
9. Who is left among you who ſaw this Houſe in 
her firſt Glory? (that is, the magnificent 
Temple which Solomon built,) and how do you 
ſee it now ? (that is, the Temple they were 
then building, ) J it not in your Eyes in Compa- 
riſon of it, (the firſt Temple,) as nothing? Yet 


to encourage them 1n their preſent Work, the 


Prophet aſſures them that this Houſe ſhould 
be more glorious than the firſt ; for ſays he, 
The Deſire of all Nations ſhall come; and I will 
fill this Houſe with Glory, faith the Lord of Hoſts : 
The Glory of this latter Houſe hall be greater 
than of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. It 
is certain that the ſecond Temple built by the 


Jews, in their feeble low Eſtate, after their 


Return from their Captivity, ( tho afterward, 


a little before the coming of the MESSTAH, it 


was greatly repaired, even from the Founda- 
tions, and adorned, by Herod, yet) came not 


near to the firſt Temple in external Sumptu- 


ouſneſs and Glory. David, and Solomon, ex- 


pended more Gold and Silver upon the firſt 
Temple, than, probably, all the Kings of Eu- 


rope 
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rope put together could now command, even 
to the Amount of about 1235 Million of Pounds 
Sterling. Beſides, the ſecond Temple was deſ- 
titute of the Ark of the Covenant, and Mer- 
cy-Seat, the Shechinah, the Thummim and 
Urim, the holy Fire upon the Altar, and the 
Spirit of Prophecy, which were eſteemed the 
Glory of the firſt Temple. How then could 


it be ſaid, the Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be 


greater than of the former? Truely, in an 
but in the Preſence of the MESsSIAH in it; 


it is ſaid, he Deſire of all Nations fhall come, _ 


Tt will fill this Houſe with Glory. The Preſence 
of the MESS IAH in this latter Houſe ſhall be a 


greater Glory to it, than all the Riches, and 
pecuhar Advantages, which belonged to the 
firſt. But now, This ſecond Temple has been 
utterly deſtroyed, raſed to the Ground, and 
the very Ground where it ftood plowed up, 
by Titus, near upon 1700 Ycars agone. So 
4 there is an utter Impoſſibility of the MlRs- 
SIAH's ever now coming into the ſecond Tem- 


ple. And if this Account be true, tis then 


evident that theME s SIA H has long ſince made 
his Appearance, even white the ſecond Tem- 
ple was ſtanding. 

I will only add upon this Head, That there 
was to remain a Diſtin&tion of Tribes, and 
Families, among the Jews, at leaſt of the 
Tribe of Judah, and Family of David, until 


the MEsslan's Advent. This was abſolutely 


neceſſary; becauſe, as He was to be of the 


Seed of Abraham, of the Tribe of Judah, and 
2 


A end — — — -©A > =” kW . — f > 
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the Family of David, ( as we have ſeen, ) for 
which Reaſon He 1s called, by the Fews, and 


| in the new Teſtament, the Son of David ; and 


we are aſſured that the Family of David ſhould 
not be extinct, until a Virgin ſhould conceive, 


| aud bear a Son; which was the Intention of 


the Sign given to thaz : Iſaiah VII. 14. ſoit 
could not poſſibly be known, whether the 
MkEsslAH, whenever he ſhould come, was 


truely of the Tribe and Family ſpecified, if | 
that Tribe of Judah, and Family of David, 
| had not remained diſtinct until his Coming. 


But where now, and for many Hundreds of 
Years paſt, is the Tribe of Judah, and the Fa- 


| mily of David, to be found upon the Face of 


the whole Earth? The Jeu themſelves con- 
feſs, that they have long ago loſt all Genea- 
logy. From whence we juſtly conclude, that 
the Mess1aH has already appeared., 

But I go on to obſerve, that thoſe Things that 
were to be conſequent upon the Mgss14n's 
Advent, have long ſince come to paſs. Thus, 


after the coming of the Mess:1 an, theAarom- 


cal Prieſthood, and Levitical Services, were all 
of them to ceaſe, So we read, Dan. IX. 24, 


27. Seventy Weeks are determined upon thy Peo- 


ple, (the Time when the Mxss1 an ſhould ap- 
pear,) to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and make an End of 
Fine; (that is, to put an End to all Oblations 


for Tranſt greſſion and Sins ;) and he ſhall confirm 


the Covenant with many for one Week, . and in the 


Midſt of the Week he ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice; and 


is „ ta ceaſe, The great Antitype ap- 


pearing, 
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pearing, the Types, as Shadows, ſhall flee a- 
way. Now it is very evident, that the Aaroni- 
cal Prieſthood and Levitical Sacrifices, have 
long ſince vaniſhed away ; it being now im- 
poſſible for the eue to offer Sacrifice, and 
Oblations, according to the Law of Moſes, 


ever ſince the Deſtruction of their Temple, 


and Loſs of their Genealogy; becauſe they 
have neither a Prieſt to make Wente de nor 
an Altar to offer on. 

It was alſo foretold, that, after the coming 
of the MisS A H, the City of Jeruſalem ſhould 


de deſtroyed, and their civil, as well as eccle- 


ſiaſtical, State be diſſolved. Dan. IX. 26, 27. 
The People of the Prince that ſhall come, (1. e. af- 
ter the MESss AH ſhall be cut off,) ſhall deſtroy 
the City, and the Sanctuary, and the End thereof 
hall be with a Flood, and unto the End of the War 
Deſ/olations are determined ; and for the over- 
ſpreading of Abominations he hall make it deſolate, 
even until the Conſummation, and that determined, 


ſhall be poured upon the deſolate. How perfectly 


the City and Sanctuary, the Jew; Church 


and State were deſtroyed, by the Wars of the 
Romans, until all that Deſolation which was 
determined was fully, and dreadfully accom- 
pliſned upon them, about 40 Tears after the 
Death of our JESUS, Foſephus, the Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian, and an Eye-Witneſs, gives us a large 
and moſt melancholly Account of. So the 
Blood imprecated upon themſelves, and their 
Children, (Matth. XXVII. 25. 0 fell heavily 
upon them. . 

WP | Beſides; 


ow 
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Beſides; Upon the Appcaring of theMxss 1A l, 
the Gentiles ſhould be brought to the Know 2 
ledge, -and Worſhip, of the only true GOD, 
and to the Faith of his Mgss1AH ; which is the 
Meaning of that Paſlage in Geneſi 15 XLIX. 10. 
Unto him ſiall the Gathering of the People be ; 
and of that, J. XLIX. 6. I will give Thee 
for a Light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my 
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. What a 
ſpeedy Accompliſhment was there of this Pre- 
diction, upon the Appearing of CHRIST in 
the World? Within how little a while, upon 
the Preaching of his Goſpel, were the Hea- 


then Oracles ſtruck dumb, and the Gentiles 
round about Feru/a/em, for many hundreds of 


Miles, proſelited to the Knowledge, and Wor- 
ſhip, of the only true GOD, and the Faith of 
his Mg ss1aH? Within aaa 30 Tears, as far as 
Rome, the Goſpel of CHRIST had ſpread itſelf ; 


| ſo that their Amphitheatre was filled with the 


Blood of Martyrs, laying down their Lives for 


their Confeſſion: of the true GOD, and of His 


Son JIESus CHRIST. So Satan fell like Light- 
ning, upon the ſetting up of the Kingdom of 
CHRIST in the World, in the Converſion of 
the Gentile Nations : And we ourſelves are, at 
this Day, the happy Witneſles of this. 

From all theſe Things, which I have but 
hinted at, each of which would admit of a 
large Diſcourſe, it plainly, and fully, appear- 
eth, that the MESSIAH, promiſed of old, has 
long ſince, according to what was foretold of 


Him, made his Appearance in our World. 
| D | And 
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And ſo I come to the laſt general Head I 
pPropoſed; e 


III. To prove, that the JesUs CHRIST, 
whom we Chriſtiens acknowledge, is no other 
than that very M s$14a H,who was promiſed of 
old, and long ſince appeared in our World, 
to accompliſh the great Deſign the MEesS1AaH 
was to fulfill. 


I might concluſively argue this, rem what 


I have already ſaid. For if there was a cer- 
tain Perſon, called the MESSAH, Who was 
in ſome future Time, to make his Appearance 
in our World, and this MESS AH is long fince 
come; (as we have ſcen ;) then I may juſtly 
make the Demand, ho is He ? here is he 
to be found ? that we may come and worſhip 
him. It is certain, if our Lord IE sus CfRisT 
be not that MESSIAH, no Hiſtory, or Age, 
can ſhew us One. There is no other at this 
Day, that I know of, who makes: any Pre- 
tenſions to be the MEss IAH. Thoſe, who 


in the early Days of Chriſtianity, ſet themſelves 


up under that Character; as Thendas, and Ju- 
ans of Galilee, ſoon diſc? ered their Impoſture, 
and came to nothing. Exen Mahomet, who 
forced his Way by the Sword, acknowledged 
CARS to be the MEss rA, but at the ſame 
Time proved himſelf to be an Impoſtor. So 
that JESUS CHRIST is the MESSIAH, or there 
is none; Nor ever was; nor ever will be any. 
This alone is an Argument of ſuficientStrength, 
it thorowly purſucd, to prove that IE SUVs 
CHRIST 
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CHRIST is the MESSIAH ſpoken of in the an- 
cient Scriptures. But I will endeavour to con- 
firm this fundamental Point of Chriſtianity, by 
Two Arguments, that are indiſputable, and 
ly level to every one's Obſervation. 

I. All thoſe Chara&eriſticks, by which the 
MEss1aH was to be diftinguiſhed from 
every other Perſon, do exactly agree in 
our Lord JESUS CHRIST, and in no o- 
ther Perſon whatever. | 

2. The Miracles which JEsUs: CHRIST 
wrought are a full Proof of his being 
the promiſed MeErss1An. 

I ſhall as briefly as I can offer [ometng to 
each of theſe. 

1. All thoſe CharaFers, by which the Mxs- 


| SIAH was to be diſtinguiſhed from every o- 
ther Perſon, do exactly agree in our Lord 
Jesus CHRIST, and in no other Perſon What- 


ever. | 
It was needful that there ſhould be ſom 


| ſuch peculiar and plain Charaders given of 


Muss rA, as ſhould clearly diſtinguiſh him 
from every other Perſon, whenever hc ſhould 
appear in the World; otherwiſe, as many 


might make their bold Pretentions to be the 


M SSIAH, the World would be thrown into 


endleſs Diſputes, and Confuſions, and never 
be able to determine which is the True. Ac- 


cordingly there are fuch plain Characters give! 
of the MEss14a14 in the ancient Scriptures, as 
eaſily diſtinguiſh him. Some of which I ſhall 
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I have already mentioned ſeveral Character. 
iſticks of theMess1aH, in ſhewing that He is 
already come ; as his coming at the End of 
Daniel's 70 W ccks ; while the Tribe of Judah, 
and their Gov ernment remained, and while 
the Second Temple was ſtanding ; that upon 
his coming the 7ews Church, and State ſhould 
be diſſolved, and the Gentiles ſhould be bro't 
to the Knowledge, a and Worſhip, of the true 
GOD : all of which Characters of the MEs- 
SIAH are to be found upon JesUs CHRIST, 
and, unitedly, upon no other. But I will now 
mention more diſtinctly ſome other Characters 
of theMEss1aH, many of which agree in no 
other Perſon but Ixsus CHR1s'T alone. As, 

1. There are ſome Characters of the MEs- 
SIAH relating to his Deſcent, of what Mother, 
in what Town, he ſhould be born, and that an 
Herald ſhould go before him. Thus it was a 
Charafer of Him, that he ſhould be of the 
Sced of Abraham, of the Tribe of Fadah, of the 
Family of David. Our Lord therefore ſaid, 


John VII. 42. Hath not the Scripture ſaid, that 


Chriſt cometh of the Seed of David ? Both the 
Evungeliſis, Matthew, and Lake, thew this 
- was exactly fulfilled in Jrsus CHRIST ; by 
giving us his Genealogy, well known, and 
approved, in the Time of it; the One, by his 
ſuppoſed Father, in a direct Deſcent from 4- 
braham, Judah, and David, by his Son Solomon; 
rhe Other, by his real Mother; in a Deſcent 
from David, by his Son Nathan : by which 


alſo it appears that he was the true Heir to 


the Crown of David, | Another 
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Another Charaderiſtick of theM Ess IA H,was 


that his Mother ſhould be a pureVirgin. This 
was pointed at in the firſt Promiſe; that he 
ſnould be the Seed of theWoman, Gen. III. 15. not 


the Seed of the Man; which had been a more 


proper Expreſſion, if he was to have had any 


humane Father. And it is plainly foretold 


by Jaiah, Ja. VII. 14. Behold, a Virgin ſhall 
conceive, and bear a Son, and fhall call his Name 
Inmanuel. The Word here uſed, as the Learn- 
ed obſerve, conſtantly ſignifies a pure Virgin, 
one who never knew a Man. And thar this 
was ſpoken of the MEss1aH is evident, from 


the Name given to Him, Immanuel, or, GOD 


with us ; and from the Deſign of it, which 
was to encourage the Houſe of David, that 


| they ſhould not be cut off, until a future Vir- 


gin ſhould bring forth a Son ; that is, until 


| the promiſed Seed of the Woman ſhould come. 
This alſo had it's hteral Accompliſhment in 


tus CHRIST. For when Mary, his Mother, 
was but eſpouſed to Foſeph, before they came toge- 


= ther, ſbe was found with Child by the holy Ghoſt, 
as Matthew informs us, Matth. I. 18. And 
| the Angel Gabriel was {ent from GOD, to the 


Virgin Mary, the Mother of our Lord, with 
a Meſlage, that ſhe ſhould conceive in her Womb, 
aud bring forth a Son, and call his Name FESUS. 
And when ſhe replied, How ſhall this be, ſee- 
ing I know not a Man? The Angel anſwered, 
and ſaid unto her, the Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon 
thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall overſha- 
gow thee, therefore alſs that holy Thing, which 


ſhall 
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ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son 


of GOD. Luke I. 26,----35. Again; 

It was one Character of the Mzss1an that 
he ſhould be born in the Town of Bethlehem, 
called the City of David. For ſo the Prophet 
Micah ſays, Mic. V. 2. Thou Bethlehem-Epbrata, 
ths thou be little among theT houſands of Fudah, yet 
out of thee ſhall he come forth unto me that is to be 
Ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe goings forth have been from 
of old, from Everlaſtin g. Who ſhould thisRuler 


be, but the MESS TA ns the Deliverer, the King; 


of whoſe Kingdom ſo many great and glorious 
Things are ſpoken thro all theProphets ? The 
ancient Jews, before our Saviour's Time, u- 
niyerfally underſtood this of Him; and ſo did 


they who lived at the Time of the Birth of 
CHRIsT ; therefore when Herod, (fearing the 


coming of One that would ſupplant him,) 


ſtrictly demanded of the Chief Prieſts, «nd 


Scribes, where CH R 1ST ſhould be born? they 
tell him, in Bethlehem of Fudea ; and quote 


this very Text in Micah, as a clear Proof of 
it. Matth. II. 4, 5, 6. And how wonderfully 


was the whole World put into Motion, to 
bring on the Accompliſhment of this Prophecy 
in our JESUS ; by the Decree of Cgſar Au- 


guſtus ovliging all Perſons to repair to their 


OWN City, there to be enrolled :; by which 


Means Jo/eph, and Mary, were neceflitated to 


go to Bethlehem, the City of David, from whom 
they derived; and while they were there, the 


Virgin Mother of our Lord was delivered of 


her Son; ; as the Sceond C hapter. of Luke's Gol- 
x pel 
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pel informs us: and There, the wiſe Men, 

whom Herod ſent to enquire him out, found | 
the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell 
down, and worſhipþ ed xy Matth. II. 8,---11. 


Another Character of the MESss IAH was, 


that He ſhould have one to go before him, as 
his Herald, and Harbinger, to prepare the 
Way for his Reception. This is ſpoken of, 


Iſa. XL. 3. The Voice of him that cryeth in the 


| Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, 
| make ſtraight in the Deſart an high Way for our 
| God ;---and the Glory of the Lord ſhall be reveal- 
| ed, So Mal. III. 1. Behold TI ſend my Meſſen- 
ger, and he fhall prepare the Way before me; and 
/e LORD whom he ſeek, ſhalt ſuddenly come to his 
| Temple. And, Chap. IV. 5. Behold I will ſend 
you Elijah the Prophet, before the coming of the 
: peat and dreadful Day of the Lord. "Theſe Texts 
the Jewiſh Eixpofitors underſtood of the Meſ- 


ſenger that was to go before the MESSIAH. 


{ Accordingly it was fulfilled in the Miniſtry of 


| Jobs the Baptiſt, who came in the Spirit and 


| Power of Elias, immediately before CxR18ST's 
| appearing ; declaring the Kingdom of God was 
at Hand; that he who cometh after me is. prefer- 


red before me, and pointing to Jxsus he ſaid, 


| this is the Son of God; Behold the Lamb of Goll. 


As you may ſee, Matth, III. 2, 3. Joh 1-2 


27, 34, 36. Therefore his Father Zacharias 
faid, Luke I. 76. Thou Child ſhalt be called the 


Prophet of the Higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go before 
the Face of the Lord to prepare his Ways. © 


becondly. 
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Secondly. There are ſome Characters gi- 
ven of the MEss1aH which have a ſpecial 
Relation to his Offices, which exactly agree to 
Irsus CHRIST, and to no other Perſon. The 
very Name, MESss IAH, denotes ſome highOffice 
to which he is anointed, and appointed, of God. 
His general Office was to be that of a Deliverer, 
a Saviour, a Redeemer, which was included in 
the firſt Promiſe, that He ſhould brui/e the Ser- 
pent's Head. And ever after, thro all the Pro- 
phets, He is ſpoken of, as a Saviour, and that 
not ſo much a temporal as a ſpiritual one. And 
becauſe not only the Gentile, but the Fewiſ 
World were fallen into the Dregs of Corrup- 
tion, thro their various Luſts blinding their 
Minds, that they could not diſcern the Way 
of Truth and Life, therefore in the Execution 
of his high Office, He was to do the Part of 
a Prophet, to teach and inſtruct the World, in 
.their Duty to God, and to one another, and 
in the regular Government of themſelves. 
Therefore it was foretold, Deut. XVIII. 15. 
The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee, a Pro- 
phet from the midſt of thee, f thy Brethren, like 
anto me, unto him ſhall ye hearken : and v. 19. 
Whoſoever will not hearken unto my Words, which 
he ſhall ſpeak in my Name, I will require it of 
him, How exactly does this agree to JEsUs 
CaR1sT ? who, thro'out the New-Teſtament, 
is ſtiled a Saviour, who ſhould /ave his People 
from their Sins (a) and deſtroy the Work of the 
Devil (b); and particularly He is 5 
; | uke 


(4) Matth. i. 2. (b) x John 11. 3. 


being the promiſed Massian. 3 3 


| Luke VII. 16, as a 3 Prophet riſen Hp d- 


mong us: * Luke XIV. 19, as a Prophet 

mighty in Deed, and Word. As ſuch, He re- 
vealed the Mind and Will of GOD to the 
World, even all that was neceſſary to be 
known by them; and, like Mo/es, gave Law 
unto his Church and People. He faid, Fohn 
XII. 49, 50, I have not ſpoken of myſelf; but 
the Father, which ſent me, he gave me a Com- 
mandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould 


| Jheak : and I know that his Commandment is Life 


everlaſting ; whatſoever T ſpeak therefore, even. 


| as the Father faid unto me, ſo I ſpeak. And 


GOD has moſt miſerably pod. wits. the Nation 


of the Jews tor their refuſing to hearken to 


him. 
Thus, to accompliſh the great Deſign of the 


| Mess14an's Miſſion, in the Redemption and 
| Salvation of ſinful Man, GOD and Man 


were to be reconciled, and the guilty Creature 
1s to be reſtored to the divine Favour ; and 


| therefore it was neceſſary that the MRSGAHTIAH 
ſhould ſuſtain the Office of a Prieſt, not of 
the Order of Aaron, which admitted of Suc- 
ceſſors, but of the Order of Melchi/edeck, which 


abideth forever, to make Attonement, and 


Interceſſion for us. Therefore it was ſaid of 


Him, P/alm CX. 4. Thou art a Prieſt forever 
after the Order of Melchiſedeck : and'Zacharial 


| ſpeaks of him as a Prieſt upon his Throne, Zac. 


VI. 13. And T/aiah plainly declares, TheLord 
hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all ; and ſpeaks! 


of his making his Soul aug her for. Sin; of his 


making 
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making Interceſſion for Tranſsreſſors, &c. Iſaiah 
LIT Chap. All of this moſt exactly agrees to 
our Lord JESUS CHR1ST, who is the great 
High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, Heb. III. 1, who 
laid down his Life, John X. 15, and gave him- 


ſelF a Ranſom, Matth. XX. 28, when he hum- 


bled himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs, Phil. II. 8. In whom 
(fays the Apoſtle), we have Redemption through 
his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Epheſ. 
| 7 God was In C hriſt reconciling the World un- 
to himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them, 
2'Cor. V. 19. And having offered a Body, 
prepared for him, in Sacrifice, to God for a 


ſweet-ſjmelliys Sa vour, to purge our Conſciences 


from dead Works, that we might ſerve the 
living and true God, he aſcended into Heaven, 
now to appear in the Preſence of God for us, and 
in Him we have an Advocate with the Father, 
who ever lives to make Interceſſion for us, Heb. 
B65 24. 1 Fob II. I. Heb. VII. 25. 
Finally; The MEssrAH was to be a King, 


ſitting upon the Throne of David, that is in 


Zion, over the Church and People of GOD, and 
of his Kingdom there ſhould be noEnd. This 
Character of Him runs almoſt thro the whole 
ancient Scripture ; particularly, in the 2d, the 


45th, and the 72d P/alms. Iſaiah IX. 7. Jer. 


XXX. 9. and in too many other Places to be 
now mentioned. The Glory, Extent, and 
Stability, of his Kingdom is ſpoken of in ſuch 
lofty Strains, that the Fews miſtook it for a 
very magnet temporal, or earthly, King- 


dom, 
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FIRE tho truly it was intended to be a ſpiri- 


| tual one; as many Places in the Prophets 


clearly determine. And ſuch a King is our 


Lord JESUS CHRIST. Tho his Kingdom is 
not of this World, yet it is in it, as to the Be- 


ginnings thereof. He came to recover Man- 


| kind from the Empire of Satan, to ſet up the 


Kingdom of God in the World, by promul- 
gating his Laws, in His Goſpel, — by his 
Miniſters ; to bring Men into a Subjection to 
God their righttul Sovereign, and to the O- 
bedience of Faith. So is He the King of Iſrael: 

Joh. I. 49. The Head of the Church: Col. I. 18. 


who conduct s his Sons to Glory : Heb. II. 10. 


Where his Kingdom will be compleated in, its 
ſulleſt Glory, in the perfect Purity, Peace, 
and endleſs Happineſs of his willing Subjects. 

Thirdly. The ſeveral Charaders of the 
MEssSIAH, relating to the wonderful Works 
to be performed by him, all exactly agree in 
our Lord JEsUs CHRIST, It was one of the 
Names given. to the Mzss14a H, His Name 
ſhall be called Wonderful : Ja. IX. G. and among 
other things, upon the Account of the won- 
dertul Works tpoken of to be done by him. 
Particularly, 1/aiah ſpeaks of his wonderful 
Works in this Language, Ja. XXXV. 4, 31 6. 


Behold your God will come, he ill come and 


ſave you ; then the Eyes of the Blind fball be 0+ 
pened, and the Fars of the Deaf ſhall, he unſtapped ; 
then ſpall the lame Man leap as an Hunt, and the 
Tongue of the Damb ſhall ſing. This Charader 
s found exactly to agree to ) JESVSCH RIS T, " 
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theHiſtory of theGoſpels aſſures us: Therefore 
CHRIST himſelf reſolves the Queſtion which 
the Diſciples of John put to him in their Maſ- 
ter's Name, Art thou He that ſhould come? or do 
we look for another? by ſaying to them, Mart. 
XI. 4, 5. Go, and ſhew John again thoſe Things 
which ye do hear, and ſee ; the blind receive their 
Sight, and the lame walk, the Lepers are clean/- 
ed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, and 
the Poor have the Goſpel preached to them. But 
the Conſideration of the wonderful Works of 
the MESSIAH, will naturally fall under the 
Head of Miracles. I therefore paſs to ſay, 
Fourthly ; The Chara@eriſticks of the Mx s- 
SIAH, relating to his Sufferings, and Glory, 
have their exact Accompliſhment in IEsus 
CHRIST. That the MESSIAH was to be a 
Sufferer is ſpoken of in fo many Places, and 
in ſuch ſtrong Terms, that no One could pre- 
tend to be the MEss1an without this Mark 
upon him. CHR1sT therefore ſaid to them 
that ſtumbled at his Sufferings : - Lake XXIV. 
25, 26. O Fools, and flow of” Heart to believe all 
' that the Prophets have ſpoken. Ought not 
CHRIST to have ſuffered theſe Things ? and 
to enter into his Glory? Verily, he ought to 
ſuffer, as for other Reaſons, ſo for this, that 
this is given as a diſtinguiſhing Character of 


him; without which he could not be what 


he pretended, for his Sufferings are every 
where ſpoken of. The firſt mentioning of 
him pointed to his Sufferings ; thou, (the Ser- 
pent,) /hall-brujſe his, (the MESssIAH's,) Heel. 

| EET. T/aiah 


TE 


r- 
el. 


being the promiſed Mess1an, _ 


| Iſaiah gives ſuch a clear, and diſtinct Account 


of his Sufferings, that the ancient Enemies of 
Chriſtianity objected he wrote an Hiſtory, not 
a Prophecy. Said the Prophet of him, T1/aiah 
LII. 14. Many were aſtoniſhed at thee, his V. iſage 
was ſo marred more than any Man, and his Form 
more than the Sons of Men. His Fifty-third 
Chapter contains a large and minute Account 


| of his Sufferings, and Death. Zacharias fore- 


tells his being ld for Thirty Pieces of Silver, 
Chap. XI. v. 12. Daniel informs us, the Meſttah 


ſhall be cut off, but not for himſelſ, Ch. IX. v. 26. 
| The P/almiſt ſpeaks of the Manner of Death, 
Pha. XXII. I am poured out like Water, and all 


my Bones are out of joint ; they pierced my Hands 
and my Feet; they parted my Garments among 


| them, and caſt Lots upon my Veſture. If Time 


would allow me minutely to trace out all the 


| particular Inſtances wherein the Sufferings of 
the MESSIAH are foretold, and deſcribed, in 


the Old-Teſtament, it would be ſurpriſing to ſee 
how exactly all the various Circumſtances 
meet in the Sufferings which JESUS CHRIST 
under went, as they are recorded in the Hiſtory 
of the New. But it is enò to ſay, They ſcourg- 

ed him, crowned him with Thornus, they mocked - 
him, ſpit upon him, they crucifyed him between 


| two Malefafors, they pierced his Side with a 
| Spear, they parted his Garments, caſting Lots. 
As may be ſeen, Matth. XXVII Ch. . 


But then, ſuch glorious Things are ſpoken 
of the MEssiAu, the Magniticence, Gran- 


| Jeur, and Perpetuity of his Kingdom, that the 


latter - 


38 A Prof of Jesus Cnxis 's 


latter Jews could not tell how to entertain the 
Thought of his being a Sufferer, and therefore 
invented the Fable of two MESSIAH's, the 
one the Son of Joſeph, who was to ſuffer, the 
other the Son of David, who was to reign in 
Glory: Whereas, there is not the leaſt Foun- 
dation, in the Scripture, for fuch a double 
Meſſiab. But the Truth is, the Sufferings, and 
the Glory, are ſpoken of one and the ſame 
Perſon. So the Prophet 1/aiah ſays of him, 

Ch. LII. v. 13. Behold my Servant ſhall deal 
prudently, he ſhall be exalted, and extolied, and 
be very high ; and in the ſame Breath faid, v. 
14. His Viſage is marred more than any Man. He 
fhall be exalted aboye Abraham, extolled above 
Moſes, and be very high above the Angels of 
God, ſaid, Abarbanel., So were the Glories 
of Chriſt excceding great; as the Glory he 
had with the Father before the World was; 

Jah. 17.5. And the Glory which belonged to 
Him as our JESUS in Union to the Logos. For 
even in his humbled State He manifeſted forth 


His Glory : and we read of Him, Phil. II. 9. 


God hath biebh exalted him, and given him a Name 
above every Name. Tho the Mess1an Was to 
die, and be buried in the Earth, yet he was 
to be raiſed triumphant from the dead, on the 
third Day. This was ſpoken of P/a. XVI. 
10. Thou wilt nat leave my Soul in Hell, neither 
wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Corr uption, 
This was typified in 1/aac's Deliverance from 
Death on the third Day, Gen. XXII. Chap. in 
Jas: s being caſt up: alive on the third Day 

trom 


from the Fiſh's Belly, Jon. I. 17. II. ro. And 
in theProhibition to eat the Sacrifice of Peace- 
Offering on the third Day. Lev. VII. 18. And 
accordingly JEsus roſe in Triumph from the 


| Dead, on the third Day, and ſaw no Corrup- 


tion, as appears in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel ; 
and the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. XV. 4. He was 
buried, and roſe again the third Day, according to 
the Scripture. It was the Glory of the Mx s- 
SIAH, that he ſhould aſcend into Heaven, in 
Triumph over all his Enemies. P/ LXVIII. 
18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led Cap- 
tivity captive. And JEsus did fo, before ma- 


| ny Witneſſes, Ac. I. 9, 11. While they beheld 
he was taken up,--Ye Men of Galilee, why ſtand © 


Je gazing up into Heaven? This ſameJeſus which 
is taken up from you into Heaven, fhall fo come, 
in like Manner, as ye have ſeen him go into Hea- 


ven. The MEss1AH was to fit on the Right 


Hand of God. Pf. CX. 1. The Lord ſaid un- 
to my Lord, fit thou at my Right Hand. So 
JEsus CHRIST has done. Heb. X. 12. This 
Man, after he had offered one Sacrifice for Sin, 
forever fat down on the Right Hand of God. 
Finally; There are ſome Characters of the 
MEss1AH relating to his Perſon, which are to 


be found in none but JESUS CHRIST. As 


that he was to partake not only of an humane, 


but of a divine Nature: He was to be GOD as 


well as MAN. That he was to partake of the 
humane Nature is evident, from his being the 


Seed of the Woman, deſcending from the Loins 
of Abraham, and his being the Offspring of 
avid ; 
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David; and from his Sufferings and Death, fo M 
often, and clearly, ſpoken of in the Scripture, 
The P/almiſt plainly ſays of him, Pf. LXXX, 
17. Let thy Hand be upon the Man of thy Right. 
Hand, the Son of Man, whom thou jaſt made 
ſtrong for thyſelf. Daniel ſpake of him, when 
he ſaid, Dan. VII. 1 3. T beheld one like the Son 
of Man, who came in the Clouds of Heaven, 
Accordingly, when ChRISTH appeared in the 
World, he was born of a Woman, (Math. I. 
25.) partook of the Children's Fleſh and Blood, 
(Heb. II. 14.) took upon him the Form of a 
Servant, and was found in Faſhion as a Man, 
(Phil. II. 7, 8.) had a Body prepared, He, 
X. 5. and an humane Soul or Spirit, ( Matth, 

XXVI. 38. Luke XXIII. 46.) 
But then, the ME SSIAH was to be GOD as 
Well as MAN. Therefore he is called the Son 
of God, P/a. II. 7. The Son of the Bleſſed, in 
my Text, as denoting his being by Nature 
GOD. And what a ſtrange Turn muſt that 
philoſophical Head have,which ſuppoſes a Soy 
to be of a different Nature from his Father. 
TheMEess1aH is theGOD that appeared to the 
Fathers, who led his People T1/rae! out of the 
Land of Eg yp, and thro theWilderneſs, who 
gave the Law on Mount Sinai; the JEHO- 
VAH, the mighty, the eternal, ever-living, and 
true GOD, beſides whom there | is no other; 
ſo often f poken of in the Old-Teſtament as the 
God of Iſrael, and whom all the Angels are 
commanded to Worſhip. Particularly, the 
e * of * /. XLV. 6. Thy Throne 
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ſo | 0 GOD 7s forever aud er. And throout the 
re. Old-Teſtament the promiſed Deliverer is ſpoken 
Xx. of in ſuch Terms, as naturally, and unavoid- 
bt ably leads every unprejudiced Mind to con- 
ds ccive of him, as the living, and true GOD. 
en This is his Name, and this is his Memorial 
en unto all Generations. Now this glorious Cha- 
en. racdter of the MEssIAH is to be found upon 
he IEsus CHRIST, and upon no other Perſon 
I whatever, that hath ever made any Appear- 
och ance in this World. Previous to his Birth, 
fa the Angel declared, he ſhould be called the Son 
m, F GOD, Luke I. 35. The Devils owned thus 
eb, much, ; pt IV. 41, Thou art CHRIST the 
th Son of GOD. . Peter made this glorious 
Confeſſion, John VI. 69, We believe, and are | 
| ſure that thou art that CHRIST, the Son of the Jl 
living GOD. He is fo the Son of GOD as to | 
be truly, by Nature, and not by Office only, 1 
GOD: Said the Apoſtle, 7%. I. 1, The Word | 
was GOD. I Tim. III. 16, GOD was mani- | 
feſt in Fleſh. He is the great GOD : Tit. II. 13. 
| The Lord GOD almighty : Rev. XI. 17. The 
omnipreſent GOD : Matth. XVIII. 20. The 
omniſcient GOD : Joh. XXI. 17. The eternal 
GOD : Joh. VIII. 58. The true GOD, 1 Joh. 
V. 20. By Him all Things were made, Job. I. 1 
| 3. Are e. Col. I. 17. And are Gover- i 
ned: Eph.1. 22. And ſhall be judged, 2 Tim. Ii 
IV. 1. And we are expreſsly commanded to 9 
honour the Son, as we honcur the Father, Joh. V. 
23. If theſe are not CharaFers of the one true 
eternal Deity, I deſpair of ever knowing what C 
18 
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is ſo : And ſince they belong to our Lord I E- 
$US CHRIST, He is GOD as well as MAN. 
Thus we ſee all the Characters, in the Old- 
Teſtament, deſcriptive of the MxssTAA, moſt 
exactly agrecing in JESUS CHRIST, according 
ro the Hiſtory of the New-Teſtament ; which 
fully proves Him, and Him only, to be that 
anciently promiſed Perſon, who was to make 
his Appcarance in our World, for the Benefit 
of Mankind. 
It is readily granted, that ſome of theſe 
Chara#ers, taken alone, would not be ſuffi- 
ciently deſcriptive of the MEss1A A, nora 
fatisfactory Proof, that JesUs CHRIST is that 
Perſon ; becauſe they might be found upon 
others ; as deſcending from Abraham, of the 
Family of David, born at Bethlehem, enduring 
many Sufferings, and the like. But yet, the 
continued Series of all the Prophecies, and 
Characters, of the MRSSITMAH, and taken toge- 
ther, are clearly deter ative of Him ; and 
give full Evidence, that the Perſon, in whom- 


ſoever they all meet, is moſt certainly He: 
and therefore, inasmuch as they are all of 
them, unitedly, to be found upon our Lord 


Jesus CHRIST, and upon no other Perſon, 
it amounts to a demonſtrative Proof, that He, 
and He only, is the ancient promiſed ME s- 
SIAH. I now pals to the ſecond Head of Ar- 
guing, VIZ, 

2. The Miracles which Ixsus CHRIST 
wrought are a full Proof of his being the pro- 
miſed MEsSS1A ft. It 1 is readily granted, 'That 

Miracles 


a4. fore? trownd £4 12 


Miracles alone are no ſufficient Proof of any 
Perſons being the promiſed MESSsIAH. They 
may be a full Evidence, that the Perſon who 
works them is ſent, or commiſſioned, by GOD, 


but no Proof that he is that individual Perſon, 


called the ME 8814, who was of old promiſed 
to come into the World, unleſs this be a Part 
of the Doctrine which he teacheth, that he 
himſelf is the MESSIAH,; and then the Mi- 


| racles wrought by him will prove the Truth 


of what he alerts, and ſo prove him to be 
| the MESSIAH, 

| None of. the Prophets, who. wrought Mi- 
E racles, ſo much as pretended. to be the Mxs- 
$SIAH ; but our Lord JesUs CHRISTH appro- 
pr ated | it to Himſelf, and clearly taught, that 
he was the Messi H, Which, was to come 
into the World. So when John ſent his Dit- 
ciples to Him, with that Queſtion, Art thou 


be that ſhould come ? that is, Art thou the pro- 


miſed MegssLAa H ? Our Lord ſends them away 
wich an affirmative Anſwer, proving that he 


was that very Perſon, by appealing to the 


Works which he did,as.chara&eri/tick of Him: 
Matt. XI. 4, 5. When the Woman of Samaria 
aid, I know that MESSIAH, cometh, which is 


i called CHRIST: FESUS faith unto. her, 1, that 


= /peak auto thee, am he, Jah. IV. 26. When Peter 
made that Confeſſion, thou art the CHRIST; 
(becauſe his Hour was not yet come to be 
publickly known, and becauſe he would have 


his Works to evidence who he was ;) he charg- 
ed them to tell no Man that he vas FESUS, the 


F 2 _ CHRIST. 
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CHRIST, Matth. XVI. 16, 20. He granteth 
the 'Truth of what Peter ſaid, but would not 
have it yet divulged. When the high Prieſt 
demanded of him whether he were the 
CIS, he anſwered plumply, in my Text, 
Jam; where, by the Way, obſerve the Phraſes, 
ye ar ay that J am, and thou haſt ſaid, carry in 
them an affirmative Anſwer, and amount to 
thus much, it is as thou haſt ſaid, or J am as 
thou ſayeſt. And indeed CHRIST, which is 
but another Word for the MESSIAEH, was the 
uſual Name he went by. Matth. I. 16. Ma- 
ry, of whom was born FESU S, who ig called 
CHRIST. So His Diſciples conſtantty own- 
ed him, and ufually ſtiled him, and ever taught | 
the World. Andrew ſaid to his Brother, we 
have found the MESSIAS, which is, being 
interpreted, the CHRIST. John I A1. H. 
Enemies tax him with, and ridicule him for, 
his Pretentions to the Meſrahſhip, faying, 
Matth. XXV1.68.Prophecy to us, thouC H R 1ST, 
who is he that ſmote thee? Luke XX111.35. Li 
him fave himſelf, if he be CHRIST, the choſen 
of GOD. 5o that it is very evident, that our 
Lord taught the World, that he. was the!“ 
CHRIsT, the MESsSIAH; and ſince he plainly 
aſſerted this, his Miracles were full Proof of 
the Truth of what he affirmed, and fo a Con- 
firmation of his being the MEss1an. 5 
I have not Time now to go into the Com 
ſideration of the Nature of proper Miracles, | 
dor yet to give a particular Detail of all the] 
Miracles which CaR1sT wrought : It mult 
| ſuffice 


les,, 
the 
uit 
ice | 
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ſaffice to treat this Subject at preſent in a 
ſummary Manner, by obſerving that our Lord 
JE ss CHRIST had all Power in Heaven and 
in Earth given to him of the Father, and con- 


| ſequently had the Command of all Nature. 


His Miracles were more in Number, than 


i thoſe which were wrought by Moſes, the 


Jewiſh Lawgiver ; ſo that the Jews could not 


| reaſonably expect, that whenever the MES. 


s1A H ſhould come, he would do more Mi- 
racles than CHRIST did : therefore the People 


# ſaid, 70h. VII. 31, When Meſſiah cometh, will 
be 5 more Miracles than theſe which ahi Man 


hath done? 

CHR1sST allo wrought his Miracles ne 
not ſecretly, and in a Corner, which might 
give Suſpicion of ſome foul Play, of little 


Tricks, of Legerdemain, and Impoſition; but 
upon the Theatre of the World, in the Face 
of the Sun, and before great Multitudes of 
People; inſomuch that his very Enemies were 


forced to acknowledge them. oh. XI. 47, 


| The chief Prieſts, and Phariſees, ſuid, What do 


we ? for this Man doth many Miracles. 
The Greatneſs of CHRIST's Miracles far 
exceeded that of any other Perſon; ſo that he 


could juſtly ſay, Fob. XV. 24, If T had not done 


among them the Works which none other Man did, 


ey Jud not had Sin. 


Beſides; CHRIST wrought all his Miracles 
in his own Name, and by his own Authority; 
He ſaid to theLeper, Matt. VIII. 3. 1 will, be 
thou clean; and immediately. his. Leproſy was 


clean ii 
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cleanfed. He rebuked the Wind, and ſaid unto 
the Sea, 3 be ſtill; and the Wind ceaſed, 
and there was a great Calm, Mar. IV. 39. In 
like Manner, he rebuked the foul Spirit, ſaying 
anto him, I charge thee come out of him, and enter 
mo more into him; and the Spirit came out of him, 
Mar. IX. 25, 26. So, with Authority and 
Power, he raiſed the Dead, ſaying, over the 
Grave, Lazarus come forth: and he that was 
dead came forth, Joh. XI. 43, 44. 

And further, to evidence his Authority, He 
impowered his Diſciples to work Miracles, in 
his Name, ſaying to them, Matt. X. 8, Heal 
the ſick, cleanſe the Leders, raiſe the dead, caſt 


out Devils : and they did ſo; as we ſee in the : 


Caſe of the Cripple, who was healed by a 
Word: Ad. IV. ro. Said Peter, Be it known 
unto you all, — that by the Name of FE SU $ 


CHRIST of Nazareth, doth this Man ſtant 


here before you whole. 


I might add, that all bis Miracles were ; 


wrought for the Benefit of Mankind. But | 
will only obſerve further, 


That it is very evident, the Miracles 


wrought by our Saviour, were not the Effects 
of any of the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature, (as 
they are called,) nor could they be produced, 


eſpecially ſuch as raiſing the dead, by any : 


mere Creature, independently of the Supream 


Being: and they were wrought, as to confirm 


his own Miſhon, and Meſſiaſhip, ſo, to give 
Confirmation to thoſe Doctrines which he 
tuught, all of which, in their Nature, and 

Deſign, 


„ e wiv 


1 
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Deſign, were moſt worthy of a God. Now 
from hence it plainly follows, That there was 
Ja Concurrence of the Divine Power, as a 
reſtimony, and Seal, to the Truth of what 
he affirmed. For the Goodneſs, and Veracity, 


n. and Wiſdom, of the Divine Being would not 


have permitted him to have ſet his Seal to a 
Falſhood, in which his own Honour, and the 
Welfare of Mankind are ſo decply concerned. 
E Conſequently the Miracles which CHRIST 
E wrought, with all the Circumſtances attending 
of them, are a clear, full, and demonſtrative 
Proof of his being the ancient promiſed ME s- 
= SlAH. 
S To this Head of Miracles, I might add the 
Z Predictions and Prophecies of JESUS CHRIST, 
(which are accounted a Species of Miracles, ) 


as, concerning himſelf, the Manner of his 
/ | Death, the Perſon that ſhould betray him, and 


his ReſurreQtion from the dead on the third 


Day; concerning what ſhould befall the firſt 


Preachers of his Goſpel, and the ſurprizing 


| Succels of his Goſpel in the World; concern- 


ing the Deſtruction of the Jews Temple, and 


cts Nation, in the Time of the then preſent Ge- 


, neration, and their after Diſperſion among all 
Nations; and many other incident Prophecies, 
85 recorded in the New-Teſtament ; all of which 
have had their exact Accompliſhment ; I ſay, 
1 might uſe this as a further Teſtimony to the 
Truth of the Meſſiaſhip of Cur 15T. For none 
but an infinitely intelligentMind, aGOD who 
Z knows all Things * che Beginning to ws 
| En 
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End, by one intire View, could acquaint any 
Perſon, with any Certainty, of future contin- | 
gent Events. ; 
Thus I have endeayoured, according to my 
Meaſure, and as briefly as I could, to ſhew 
that there was an ancient Promiſe, of a cer- 
tain Perſon, called the MEss14n, his appear- 
ing in ourWorld, as the Deliverer, and Saviour, 
of ſinful Man; That this Perſon has molt cer- 
tainly long ſince made his Appearance; and 
that our Lord JESUS CHR1ST is that very in- 
dividual Perſon ; all the Characters of that pro- 
miſed MESss IAH agreeing in CHRIST, and 
him only; and the Miracles which he wrought 
in Confirmation of his Meſſiaſhip, are an un- 
deniable Proof of the Truth and Certainty of 
this. And thus, I think, I have eſtabliſhed I. 
what I am ready to eſteem the firſt, and fun- 
damental Article of our holy Chri/tian Religion. 
And if theſe Things be true, then we may | 
conclude, : 
1. That the Chriſtian Religion is no other 
than a Revelation from GOD. There are in- 
| deed many internal Characters evidential of 
our holy Religion's being a Divine Revelation; 


eſpecially the exact Accompliſhment of Scrip- : 3 


ture Prophecies : But this puts it beyond all 
Controverſy, that it is of Divine Original, in 
that it is the Religion which has been taught 
to the World by JIESsus CHRIST, the MESS AH, 
who was ſent from GOD, according to the 
ancient Predictions of him, for this very End 
and Purpoſe, to inſtruct Mankind in the ** «| 
all 
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and Will of GOD, in all neceſſary Points of 
Faith and Manners ; that they might be re- 

| covered from the Depravity of the Pall, the 
Power of Sin and Satan, the Dominion of 
Senſe, and be reſtored to the Image, and Fa- 
your of their GOD. For we mean nothing 
elſe by the Chriſtian Religion, bur that Religion 
which JESsus CaRrisT himfelt perſonally, and 
by thoſe commiſſioned and authoriſed from 
him, has been pleaſed, in Compliance with 
the Will of the Father, to inſtruct the World 
in; and not what the wild Fancies, or the vain 
Philoſophy, of Men would impoſe upon us as 
ſuch. The true Chriſtian Religion, contained 
in our Bible, eſpecially the New-Teſtament, 
which is an uncorrupted Collectien of the 
| Doctrines, and Duties, which JESUS CHRIST 
taught the World for their religious, and moral 
Conduct, and their final Salvation, is therefore 
a Revelation from GOD; becaule handed to us 
by Him who came from the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther upon this ſpecial Deſign, and who con- 
& firmed his Miſhon by his miraculous Works. 

So that every Article of the Chriſtian Religion 
is the Truth of GOD. 

2. If JESsus CHRIST be the true MEssS1a Hm, 
then, in all Articles of Faith, and Matters of 
Salvation, and Regimen of his Church, we 
are to call no Man Maſter, but CHRIST alone. 
Becauſe it is his ſpecial Character, that he is 
King in Zion, (a) and has the ſole Right to 


give Law to the Actions and Conſciences of 


(a) PC. II. 6. 8 12 


| 
| 
1 
| 
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Men, in Matters of Salvation, and to be H * 
over ail to the Church (b). And therefore in 
theſe Things we arc not to be influenced by 
great Names, and determined by the Decrees 
of Councils, or the Dictates of any Set of Men 
whatever ; but are cloſely to adhere to what 
CarIsT hath taught us in his holy Word. 
1/a. VIII. 20. To the Law, and to the Teſti mo- 
ny ; if they ſpeak not according to this Word, it is 
becauſe there is no Light in them. So our Lord 
has warned us againſt impoſing, or being im- 
poſcd upon; ſaying, Matth. XXIII. 8. Be not 


pe called Rabbi, for one is your Maſter, even | 


I. abs ye are Brethren ; call no Man 
your Father upon Earth. That is, Don't ſub- 
ject your Underſtanding, and Conſcience, to 
the lordly Authority of any Man. Here ſut- 
fer me to ſay, to thoſe of you in particular 


who are deſigned to be Teachers of others, 


that you make the Bible, eſpecially the Neu- 
Teſtament, your chief Study; and while you 
give yourſelves to reading, and conſulting hu- 


mane Authors, for the Enlargement of your 
Minds, and acquainting you with the Senti- 


ments of others, be careful never to reſign up 
Your Underſtandings to the Government of 
any merely humane Writings, be they ever ſo 
plaufible, and arttully contrived, and appear 
with the Face of the ſtricteſt Philoſophy, in 
any thing wherein they differ from Divine 
Revelation. Remember the Words of CHRIST 
in his Commiſion to His Apoſtles, and Mi- 

niſters, 

00 Eph. I. 22. 
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niſters, Matth. XXVIII. 20. Teaching them to 
| obſerve all Things "whatſoever I haue commanded 
you. To inſtance in a particular Caſe. When 
CHRIST has told us, in the plaineſt Words, 
that he is the Son of God, that he is the only 
begotten Son of God, which naturally, and ne- 
cellarily, hands to our Minds, that he is as 
really and truly the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, in the Way of a ſupernatural, and ineff- 
able, Generation, as any humane Perſon is a 
Son begotten of his Father, in the Way of a 
natural one; ſuffer no vain Philoſophy, (which 
can never teach us what GOD is in Himſelf, 
nor the Manner of His Operations,) thòô ever 
ſo ſpeciouſly contrived with an apparent Sew 
of Demonſtration, to lead you into the errone- 
| ous Conception, that CHRIST is a Son of a 
| different Nature from his Father. For tho we 
underſtand not the Manner of the Divine Ge- 
neration, or Filiation, yet we may plainly fee 
that this carries in it a greater Contradiction, 
and groſſer Abſurdity, than any which the 
Principles of Philoſophy would avoid; and be- 
des, ſtrikes the homeſt Stroke at the very 
| Foundations of all revealed Religion, yea, I 
will add, and of natural Religion alſo. 
3. If Jusvs CHRIST be the true promiſed 
Mess! Al, if all the Characters, of the MEss1- 
AH plainly” meet in Him, and Him only, and 
he has confirmed his Miſſion by the Teſtimo- 
| ny of Miracles, (as we have feen,) then, what 
can be more unteaſonable, than, for thoſe 
who enjoy this Evidence, to reject him and 
: 82 remain 
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remain in Infidelity? The Jews, in our Sa- 
viour's Time plainly ſaw, or might have ſeen, 
all the Characters of the Mx ss 1A H meet in him: 
they beheld with their Eyes the Miracles 
Which he wrought, and, in ſucceeding Ages, 
the Jews have ſeen that the Scepter is depart- 
ed from Judah, that their Temple, and City 
and Country are laid waſte, and they them- 
ſelves are diſperſed among the Nations of the 
Earth, that their Priefthood, and Sacrifices, 
according to the Law of Meer, have long 
fince come to an utter End; why then do 
they yet vainly look for: their promiſed Mx s- 
SIAH ? Why have they Fry TE sus 
CHRIST, and refuſed to belies the New-Tef- 
| tament ?. 1s it for want of faber Evidence 
that CHRIST is the MESSIAH? No verily; 
but from the obſtinate and unreaſonable Pre- 
judices of their Minds, from the Blindneſs that 
hath happened to Iſrael, that ſeeing they will 
Not ſee. And ſhould we not make it our dai- 
ly Prayer for them, that the Scales may be 
taken off from their Eyes, that all Ungodlineſs | 
100 be turned from Jacob, and fo all Ijrael may 
be ſaved ? 

And how unreaſonable is the Infidelity of 
the Genizle World, who bave the Light of the 
glorious Goſpel ſhining upon them? Is there 
any oneMatter of Fact, of fiveHundredsYears 
Date, ſo fully atteſted, and ſtrongly proved, 
as this, that a certain Perſon called JESUs 
CHRIST, in the New-Teſtament, had all the 
Characters upon him of a certain Perſon * 

0 
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of in the Old, as the MESss IAH, who ſhould 
come into the World; and wrought the Mi- 
racles recorded of Him ? Whence is it that the 
| 0/d-Teftament foretold, and ſo minutely de- 
ſcribed, a certain Perſon, who ſhould make 
his Appearance 1n this World at ſuch a fixed 
Period of Time ; who ſhould inſtruct the 
World in the great Truths of, GOD, do ſuch 
mighty Works, ſufter, and die, for Sinners, 
and ſet up a glorious Kingdom among Men ; 
| all of which, ſo many Ages after, was exactly 
accompliſhed, (as we have ſeen,) in our JE- 
SUS ? Could this be from any other Cauſe, but 
the Divine infinite Underſtariding ? Why is it 
then that ſo many, who are advantaged with 
the Knowledge of the Chiſtiau Religion, do 
not believe it? Snrely, this is not from any 
Detect in the Evidence of the 'Truth of it ; 
for it is certain they credit ancient Hiſtories, 
and many other Things, upon much leſs Evi- 
dence. It is therefore, not from the want of 
| Light, but the want of Sincerity, from the 
prevailing Luſts of Men, which prejudices 
them againſt that holy Religion that condemns 
| them. And after all their preſſing Philoſophy 
into their Service, if poſſible to undermine 
Chriſtianity, and ſtrengthen themſelves in the 
Diſpelief of it, they do but plainly ſhew, that 
they act the moſt unreaſonable Part, in build- 
ing their Schemes upon the moſt beggarly, 
uncertain, and falſe Principles, which oblige 
them to believe flat Contradictions, rather than 
embrace the Truth in the Love thereof. And 
becauſe 
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becauſe Light is come into the World, they al 
will be fo far from eſcaping the Puniſhment I ſe 
they would fain avoid, by denying Chriſtianihy, O 
that their Condemnation will be the greater, 
becaufe they have Holen Darkneſs rather N 
than Light. 

What now ſhould be the Conſequence 
of what E have-laid down, and proved? but 
our firm Faith in the MESSIAH, the SON of 
GOD, and SAVIOUR of the World? That 
we firmly credit the Reports of the' Divine 
Oracles, (for fo I now venture to call them,) 
concerning JESUS CHRIST, and the Way of 
Salyation by Him, and be led thereby to ac- 
cept of the Bleſſed JESUS for our alone SA- 
VIOUR, ſubmitting of ourſelves to his Inſtruc- 
tion, and Government, and relying upon his 
Attonement, and Interce On for the Pardon 
of our Sins, the Renovation of our Natures, 
and the promiſed Mercy of eternal Life. 
In the Fanh and Hope hereof, let us conſe- 
crate our whole Man, Spirit, Soul, and Body, 
to GOD, in CHRIST, to be employed in his 
Service, and ſubmiſſive to his Will, and make 
it our conſtant Endeavour to be the ſincere 
Followers of JESUS ; to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh, and Spirit, and 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and Godly, in this 
preſent World ; that we may, with Comfort, 
look for the bleſſed Hope, and glorious Ap- 
pearing of the great GOD, and our SAVIOUR 
JEsuUs CHRIST, when all the Promiſes of GOD, 
Which are in Him Yea, and Amen, ſhall be 

| abundantly 
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abundantly made good to us; and, that his 

ſecond Appearance without Sin, may be unto 

our compleat Salvation. PALL 

Now unto Him who hath loved us, aſſumed 
our Nature, and given himſelf for us, that 
he might waſh away our Sins in his own 
Blood, be Glory, and Dominion, forever 
and ever. 2 


THE Honourable Judge DU.D LEE, ſays 
in his laſt Will, bearing Date January If. 
1750. | 


12 M, I give to Harvard College in Cambridge in New-Eng- 
land, One Hundred and Thirty Three Pounds Six Shilling 
and Eight Pence, in like Money (1. e. lawful Money,) to be ap- 
propriated and diſpoſed of, in ſuch Manner as I ſhall direct, under 
my Hand and Seal at any Time hereafter. . 


A Copy of the ſaid Fudge's Directions, under his Hand and 
| Seal, relating to the aboveſaid Paragraph. 


G the ſaid Paul Dudley among other Legacies by him 
| given, in his laſt Will and Teſtament, hath bequeathed to 
Harvard College in Cambridge in Neau-England, the Sum of One 
Hundred and Thirty Three Pounds Six Shillings and Eight Pence 
lawful Money (which is to be payed and diſcharged in and by 
good Bonds and Mortgages of that Value,) the ſaid Legacy to be 
R in ſuch Manner, as the ſaid Paul Dudley ſnould de- 
Clare under his Hand and Scal. OM | | 
£2. | Now! 
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Now know ye, that I the ſaid Paul Dudley have, Cad hereby: 
do declare the Deſign of my Legacy to be as followeth, That is 
to ſay, the yearly Income, Intereſt, or Profit. of the Sum before- 


mentioned, to be applyed towards the ercting;Waltitaining, ſup. 


. porting, ad continuing an Anniverſary i to be 


held, or preached, at the Kere College one Fear ſucceſ. 


ſively, by ſuch Perſons as 
chooſe and appoint, 


* 
* 


The Firſt Lecture, or anniverſary Sermon, to * for the proving, 
explaining, and proper Uſe and Improvement of the Principles of 


Natural Religion, as it is commonly called and underftood by Di- 
vines and learned Men. 


The Second Lecture to be, for the Confirmation, Illuſtration 
and Improvement of the great Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
properly ſo called, or che Revelation which Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God, was pleaſed 4 ake, Firſt by himſelf, and afterwards 


by his holy — to his Church and the World for their 
Salvation. 


The Third Lecture to he for the detecting, and convicting, 
and expoſing the Idolatry of the Romiſh Church, their Tyranny, 
Uſurpations, damnable Herefies, fatal Errors, abominable Super- 
ſtitions, and other crying Wickedneſſes in their high Places; and 
finally, that the Church of Rome is that myſtical Babylon, that 
Man of Sin, that apoſtate Church, ſpoken of in the New-Teſtament, 


The Fourth and laſt Lecture I would have, For the maintaining, 
explaining, and proving the Validity of the Ordination of Miniſters 
or Paſtors of the Churches, and ſo their Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments or Ordinances of. Religion, as the ſame hath been 
practiſed in New-England, from the firſt beginning of it, and fo 
continued at this Day. 

Not that I would any Ways invalidate Epiſcopal 8 
as it is commonly called, and practiſed in theChurc of England ; 
but 1 do eſteem the Method of Ordination as practiſed, in Scotland, 
at Geneva, and among the Diſſenters in England, and in the 
Churches in this Country, to be very ſafe, ſcriptural, and valid ; 
and that the great Head of the Church, by his bleſſed Spirit, hath 
owned, ſanctiſied, and bleſſed them accordingly, and will con- 
tinue ſo to do to the End of the World. Amen. 


Theſe Four Lectures J wood have held alternately every Year 


in Succeſſion, ſo long as the Profits of my Legacy will ſupport 
the Charge of it, p 
2 


* 


e Truſtees of th e ſhall 
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As for the Traſtees of this Lecture, I appoint" and name them 


* 9 


N ads followeth ; . 
The Prefident of Harvard College, for the Time being. 


The Paſtar of the firſt Church in Roxbury, for the Time being. 
And whenever any Vacancy happens, the ſame to be filled up, 
by thoſe that remain, or the major Part of them. | 


1 do alſo appoint the Prefdent of Harvard College, to begin 
and preach the firſt of theſe four Lectures; and that he, and all 
ſach as ſucceed him in the ſaid Lectures, be at the ſole Charge 
of leaving a fair Copy of their Diſcourſes, with the Treaſurer of 


laid Houſe, 


And in Teſtimony of my humble Deſire, That God would be 
graciouſly pleaſed, to accept ef this poor Thank-Offering from 


in my Education at that College, and my ſincere Prayer and 
Deſire, for the Favour of God to that Society in all Ages to 
come, I have hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal, at Roxbury, the 
ſecond Day of January, in the twenty fourth Year of his Ma- 


jeity's Reign. A. D. 1750. 1 
Paul Dudley, (Scal.) 


ros rscmirr. Let him that preaches the laſt Lecture, before- 
mentioned, be a ſound, grave, experienced Divine, and at 
leaſt Forty Years of Age. And let thgſe that preach the 
ſeveral Lectures aforeſaid, have their Stipend or Pay given 
the m as ſoon as may be. | 


E above is a true Copy of Fudge DUDLEY's 
Directions, under his Hand and Seal, relating 
to his Legacy to Harvard-College, in his laſt 
Mill, bearing Date, January 1. 1750. as 
extracted from the College-Records. 
Epw. HoLYoKE, Preſi. 


— 


» 


The Profeffor of Djvinily at Cambridge, for the T ime being. . 
The Paſtor of the firlt Church in Cambridge, for the Time being 
The Senior Tutor xeſident at ſaid College, for the Time being. 


ſaid College, to be by him filed with the publick Records of 


his unwerthy Servant, for his many and great Mercies to me 


Paul Dudley, (Seal.) 
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